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spoilt child. This was only his second voyage to the East,
and he used to boast that his interest would procure him
the command of one of the Company's ships upon his
return. Douglas, whom I have also mentioned as third
officer, was remarkably dressy, so much so, as to be dis-
tinguished in the service by the title of " Count Douglas,"
but although he laid out more money upon his person than
was usual with men in his station, no one kept a stricter
look out after the main chance than he did, well knowing
how to make the most of every shilling and let pass no
opportunity of doing so. His cabin, as I before observed,
was elegance itself. His person was pretty good, but his
features hideous, so ugly it would have been no easy matter
to caricature it. In fact, it was more the face of a baboon
than a human creature, notwithstanding which, so un-
acquainted was he with his own countenance, or so eat up
with vanity, that he thought every woman that beheld
him must unavoidably fall in love with him. His address
was certainly that of a gentleman, and man of the world.
He was from the first very attentive and civil to me, desiring
whenever I wanted to write, or wished to be alone, that I
would make use of his cabin, he also gave me the key of
his book case that I might supply myself with any books
I pleased. He likewise was a Scotchman, as was Mr.
Gowdie, our Surgeon, a plain, unaffected, good natured
man, considered skilful in his line, who had been several
voyages Surgeon of an East Indiaman. Jones, the purser, was
one of those common characters one meets with every day.

Mr. Jacob Rider, with whom I formed a friendship
that continued uninterrupted through life, had been sent
out a writer to Bengal in the year 1763. His family were
connected by marriage with a branch of Lord dive's, which
nobleman, upon going to Bengal as Governor in 1764,
made Eider's interest one of his first objects, giving him
the appointment of Paymaster General to the army, a
situation that in those days would have yielded him an
overgrown fortune in a few years, but unfortunately for
Eider in about six months after he filled that advantageous